
MINUTES OF 

THE EDWARDS COMMUNITY ALLIANCE 

MEETING 

JULY 21, 2008 

 

 

President Deaver opened the meeting at 8:00 AM.  Directors in attendance: Deaver, Edmiston, 
Jamison, Layne, Painter, Pickard, Scott, Uhazy, Welling, Williams.   Others present:   Johnstone, 
Jung, Witt 

ECA PROJECT STATUS 

Land Use Compatibility: James Welling-No new issues.  

Education:    The Board of Trade is planning on conducting a second dialogue on higher 
education.  This dialogue will most likely be held after the elections in November and will focus 
on getting the region to work together to bring a comprehensive, polytechnic university to the 
region.  In addition to special speakers, the dialogue will conduct four workshops; Student 
Success—Meeting A-G Requirements, Legislative Support, Local Government Engagement, and 
Private Sector Support.  The goal of the workshops is to lay out a plan for collaboration and how 
to meet the CSU student requirements. The planning committee is looking for potential key note 
speakers.  One plan is to have a well-known speaker as a draw for good attendance.  Another 
suggestion is to have someone from a high-level education position that can address the needs of 
a university.  President Deaver suggested Chris Piercy, Director of K-16 Bridge program in 
Victorville.  Johnstone agreed Piercy would be a good choice and said he would bring up this 
suggestion to the committee. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

James Welling said the checking account balance as of July 18 is:  $20,039.63.  Kern County is 
trying to save money for next year and has asked ECA to take a cut in the budget.  The 
consensus was a reduction is possible and the new budget should concentrate on education. 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

Governor’s Visit:  Stu Witt said the Governor’s Office has rejected the invitation to attend the 
White Knight II roll-out next Monday.  This means there will be no EKERN meeting to discuss 
education and the four year university with the Governor.  New Mexico is sending a delegation 
to attend this major media event. 



Math and Science:  Gateways to California’s Fastest Growing Careers:  See attached article. 

Math and Science Education for the California Workforce:  See attached article. 

Mojave Airport Update:  Mr. Witt gave a brief update on Mojave Airport.  A new rail spur has 
been added to service tenants.  The Civilian Test Pilot School is building a new, large hangar for 
their operation.  Northrop-Grumman is now the largest tenant at the airport.  In the last 10 years 
there have been 4, 200 rocket tests at the airport. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 AM. 

The next meeting will be on August 18th at Mojave Airport. 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Johnstone 

Technical Advisor 
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